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News From Afghanistan
I am writing to you all from Bamiyan,
Afghanistan. Iam here for two months, to work
with our students and the staff at Bamiyan
Provincial Hospital. Iam sitting in the guest
house where I live, and with the help of a gas
generator I can type on my laptop. It is amazing
to be able to use this technology in one of the
most remote areas of Afghanistan! I wanted to
contribute something to this newsletter,
particularly something about the incredibly good
fortune that IMA experienced just a few weeks
International before I left on this trip.
it R 1 am just beyond grateful.
L ERLCRUENECEI Tears of joy fill my eyes
ST SRR B still as I write about this.
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When I am here, I
sometimes have a
really tough day - I
confront the unbelievable suffering of so
many people on a daily basis. Those are
times that I remind myself that we are
terrifically lucky to do this work, and that
the occurrences that have allowed us to
succeed go far beyond luck. Ever since
embarking on this project, I continue to see
barriers to success almost magically disappear.
I truly believe that God is constantly with us,
helping us help these desperate people.

One of the most uplifting things that I have
experienced in my entire life is the incredible
generosity of Dale Halton of Ophir, Colorado.
Due to her generous donation, IMA is going
into 2006 with enough money to schedule
midwives to travel to Bamiyan this entire
upcoming year. This fantastic gift will allow us
to establish an endowment, into which we plan
to put a small percentage of every donation we
receive. We hope that this endowment will
allow us to be able to provide vital aid to
developing nations for many, many years into
the future. We plan to name it the Elizabeth
Fund, after Dale’s mother, for whom I am also
named.

So I wanted to share this incredible good news,
and to ask you please, please to join us. Ms.
Halton’s gift will quickly be spent on airfare for
midwives and vital medicines. We :
still need your help very much. Ii’frkgf“
Her incredible generosity allows LG0T
us to plan to continue, but we will for our
need your help as well. This
holiday season, please contribute
as generously as you can - it takes all of us to do
this work. As well, please let me leave you with
a thought. It is easy, in our American lives
filled with security and prosperity, to become
cranky about little things, or to feel financially
stressed by all the spending of the holiday
season. Please allow the desperate poverty and
loss of the Afghan people to remind you of your
relative affluence. None of my students, much
less the women and babies we serve, can
imagine a faucet that produces clean, safe
water. Please allow these poor people to help
you feel happy, grateful, and to appreciate your
loved ones. Love each other, help each other,
enjoy what is good in your lives.
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I love and appreciate you all.
Jennifer Elizabeth Braun






